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V. The 100 largest arms-producing and military services 
companies, 2018

aude fleurant, alexandra kuimova, diego lopes da silva,  
nan tian, pieter d. wezeman and siemon t. wezeman

Developments in the Top 1001

Table 9.11 lists the SIPRI Top 100—the world’s largest arms producers and 
military services companies (excluding those in China)—ranked by their 
arms sales in 2018. The arms sales of the Top 100 totalled $420 billion in 
2018—an increase of 4.6 per cent compared with 2017 and 47 per cent higher 
than in 2002. 

As has been the case every year since 2002, the vast majority of companies 
listed in the Top 100 in 2018 were based in the USA, Europe and Russia.2 
A total of 70 companies based in the USA and Europe are listed in 2018, 
accounting for $348 billion (or 83 per cent) of total Top 100 arms sales. Their 
total arms sales in 2018 were 5.2 per cent higher than in 2017. Companies 
based in eight other countries were listed in the Top 100 in 2018: six in Japan, 
three each in Israel, India and South Korea, two in Turkey and one each in 
Australia, Canada and Singapore. Together, they accounted for $36.2 billion 
of the total Top 100 arms sales in 2018, representing an 8.6 per cent share of 
the total.

The United States

In 2018, for the first time since 2002, the top 5 in the Top 100 consisted solely 
of companies based in the USA. Taken together, the arms sales of the top 5 
were $148 billion, representing 35 per cent of total Top 100 arms sales. The 
combined arms sales of the 43  companies based in the USA listed in the 
Top 100 were $246 billion in 2018—an increase of 7.2 per cent on 2017. The 
USA’s share of total Top 100 arms sales was 59 per cent in 2018. 

Lockheed Martin is, by far, the largest arms producer in the world: in 2018 
its share of total Top 100 arms sales was 11 per cent and its arms sales grew 
by 5.2 per cent. It has occupied the first position in the Top 100 every year 
since 2009. Northrop Grumman’s arms sales grew by 14  per cent in 2018, 
to $26.2 billion, making it the third-largest arms producer. The $3.3 billion 
growth in its arms sales was the largest absolute increase of any company 
listed in the Top 100 for 2018 and was driven by its acquisition of Orbital-ATK 
and strong domestic and international demand for its weapons.

1 For a more detailed analysis see Fleurant, A., ‘The SIPRI Top 100 arms-producing and military 
services companies, 2018’, SIPRI Fact Sheet, Dec. 2019.

2 Developments relating to companies based in Russia are assessed separately from the regional 
discussion on Europe in this analysis.
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Europe and Russia

There were 27 companies based in Europe in the Top 100 for 2018. Their 
combined arms sales of $102 billion accounted for 24  per  cent of total 
Top 100 arms sales in 2018. Eight of the companies were based in the UK, six  
in France, four in Germany, two in Italy and one each in Poland, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Ukraine. Two of the 27 companies—Airbus Group 
and MBDA—are categorized as ‘trans-European’ because their ownership 
and control structures are located in more than one European country.

The combined arms sales of the 10 companies based in Russia listed in the 
Top 100 were $36.2 billion in 2018, accounting for 8.6 per cent of the overall 
total. Russia’s largest arms producer, Almaz-Antey, was the only Russian 
company ranked in the top 10 (at 9th position) and accounted for 27 per cent 
of the total arms sales of Russian companies in the Top 100. Its arms sales 
rose by 18 per cent in 2018, to $9.6 billion. 

Methodology

Except where indicated, the information and data in this section is from the 
SIPRI Arms Industry Database. The data starts in 2002 because this is the 
first year for which SIPRI has sufficient data to include Russian companies. 
SIPRI estimates that several Chinese companies have large enough arms 
sales to rank in the Top 100. However, Chinese companies are not included 
in the database because of a lack of data on which to make a reasonable or 
consistent estimate of arms sales dating back to 2002.

The data for all years is revised annually based on new information. This 
section focuses on developments in 2018 (rather than 2019) because this is 
the latest year for which consistent data on arms sales of companies in the 
SIPRI Top 100 is available.

Unless otherwise specified, all changes are expressed in real terms. All 
changes between 2017 and 2018 are based on the list of companies ranked 
in 2018 (i.e. the annual comparison is between the same set of companies). 
Longer-term comparisons (e.g. between 2002 and 2018) are based on the sets 
of companies listed in the respective year (i.e. the comparison is between a 
different set of companies).

Definition of ‘arms sales’

Sales of arms and military services (or ‘arms sales’ for short) are defined as 
sales of military goods and services to military customers domestically and 
abroad; sales are only for those companies ranked.3

3 For a full definition and more detail on methodology see the Arms Industry Database on the SIPRI 
website.
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