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INTRODUCTION

This SIPRI Good Practice Guide outlines the sector-specific compliance-
related guidance material that is available to companies in the nuclear sector 
that are subject to the European Union’s arms and dual-use export controls.1 
It covers guidance materials produced by national governments and industry 
associations, and describes the publicly available information on the export 
control policies of a company operating in this field.

The nuclear sector encompasses the companies that build and operate 
nuclear power plants and those involved in associated manufacturing and 
trading activities. Almost all aspects of the nuclear sector are subject to 
dual-use controls and nearly all the principal items and components con-
cerned are included on the EU dual-use list. At the international level, the 
provisions regulating the trade in nuclear materials and related technology 
stem from the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(Non-Proliferation Treaty, NPT). The objective of the NPT is to prevent 
the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, and to promote 
cooperation on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The NPT establishes a 
safeguards system under the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
which is mandated to verify that each non-nuclear-weapon state party to the 
Treaty is meeting its obligations. This system is complemented by the rules 
put in place by the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), which has established 
two sets of Guidelines. The first is for ‘nuclear transfer’ and is commonly 
referred to as the ‘Trigger List’ because the export of these items triggers 
the IAEA safeguards system mentioned above. The other is for transfers of 
nuclear-related dual-use equipment, materials, software and related tech-
nology. The items on the NSG Trigger List can also be found in the EU lists 
under ‘Category 0’. 

While most of the larger companies in the nuclear sector are aware of their 
obligations under the EU’s arms and dual-use export controls there is often a 
lack of knowledge among smaller companies and those working in research 
and academia. There is therefore a clear need to make the companies 

1 For further information, see SIPRI, ‘Challenges and good practices in the implementation of the 
EU’s arms and dual-use export controls: A cross-sector analysis’ (forthcoming).
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involved aware of the compliance-related guidance material that is already 
available and to fi ll any remaining gaps.

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE MATERIAL

UK Department of International Trade, Department of Energy and Climate 
Change, Export Control Organisation, ‘Export of nuclear equipment, 
material and technology: “Trigger List” requirements’, <https://www.
gov.uk/guidance/export-of-nuclear-equipment-material-and-technology-
trigger-list-requirements>.

The British Government provides guidance for exporters of nuclear 
equipment, materials and technology. It also provides information on 
the export licence application process and the subsequent assessment 
of the applications by the appropriate authorities. Key elements of these 
guidelines are explanations of: why and when assurances are required 
for the export of sensitive nuclear items and what exporters should do 
to provide these; when an End User Undertaking (EUU) certifi cate is 
required for sensitive nuclear items; the factors to consider when obtain-
ing an assurance and applying for a licence for sensitive nuclear items; 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group’s guidelines; and the relevant treaties.

US Department of Commerce, ‘Civil nuclear guide to exporting’, <http://
2016.export.gov/civilnuclear/>.

This Guide is a component of the International Trade Administration’s 
Civil Nuclear Trade Initiative (CNTI) intended to help US companies 
better navigate the rules and regulations governing the export of civil 
nuclear technology and services, nuclear fuel services, common related 
equipment or other nuclear services. 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, ‘Nuclear substances: import and 
export controls’, <http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/nuclear-substances/
import-and-export-controls/index.cfm>.

The website of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), the 
federal authority that regulates the import and export of nuclear-related 
materials in Canada, contains a dedicated section on import and export 
controls. Information is provided on: the types of licences; controlled 
substances, technologies and information; and fi ling an authorization 
application. The webpage also contains sub-sections on import and 
export controls, and end-users.

OTHER GUIDANCE MATERIAL

World Nuclear Association, ‘Good practice in the compliance and 
licensing of nuclear exports’ (Aug. 2015), <http://www.world-nuclear.
org/uploadedFiles/org/WNA/Publications/Working_Group_Reports/
REPORT_Good_Practice_in_Nuclear_Exports(1).pdf>. 

This report identifi es ‘examples of good practices by suppliers and 
export control authorities’ based on the replies received by the World 
Nuclear Association from its members. The document provides an 
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overview of the nuclear industry and the main export control regimes, 
and good practices in both compliance and licensing. It also contains 
proposals for developing regulator-industry relations and streamlining 
the export control regime. 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, ‘Nuclear power plant 
exporters’ principles of conduct’ (6 Mar. 2014), <http://nuclearprinciples.
org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/PrinciplesofConduct_March2014.pdf>. 

The Nuclear Power Plant Exporters’ Principles of Conduct is a set of 
norms ‘derived from the experience of nuclear power plant vendors 
and operators and the guidelines of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’. It sets out ‘best practices’ in the area of non-proliferation. In 
particular, Principle 5, ‘nonproliferation and safeguards’, notes that 
vendors recognize that their ‘vendor state’ has export control laws in 
place and states their commitment to abide by them and to support the 
non-proliferation regime. Vendors also undertake to: promote prolifer-
ation resistant design; take account of IAEA safeguards, NSG guidelines 
and United Nations Security Council resolutions; and urge their cus-
tomers to implement a system of accounting for and control of nuclear 
materials in their facilities and a safeguards approach consistent with 
their IAEA obligations.

Institut de Radioprotection et de Sûreté Nucléaire (IRSN), ‘Manuel de noti-
fi cation des importations et exportations de matières nucléaires’, <http://
non-proliferation.irsn.fr/Telecharger/Documents/IE_Manuel_complet.
pdf>. 

France’s Institute of Radioprotection and Nuclear Safety (IRSN) is 
under the joint authority of the ministries of Defence, the Environment, 
Industry, Research and Health. It is the public service expert on nuclear 
and radiation risks. The aim of this guide (available in French) is to 
help French nuclear operators meet their international obligations on 
the import and export of nuclear materials. To this end, the document 
contains various sections on the materials and actors concerned; a fl ow 
chart on what to do when importing or exporting nuclear materials, 
according to EURATOM regulations, agreements with third countries 
and safeguards agreements; instructions on how to use the online 
system to notify imports or exports; and a list of the diff erent applicable 
codes.

Export controls at Rolls Royce, <http://www.rolls-royce.com/sustainability/
ethics-and-compliance.aspx#export-control-compliance>.

There are 15 policy documents on the ‘ethics and compliance’ section 
of the Rolls Royce website that outline diff erent aspects of the fi rm’s 
compliance systems. These include its ‘strategic export controls policy’, 
‘screening of parties policy’ and ‘export control training policy’. The 
documents do not refer specifi cally to the nuclear sector but cover the 
whole range of the company’s activities. 
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The information given in these guides is believed to be correct. The authors and SIPRI (the pub-
lisher) have taken every reasonable care in the preparation of the content, but cannot accept liability 
for any errors or omissions therein.

The information in the guides is intended for use as guidance and should not be considered as 
legal advice. If you have a concern about any of the issues covered in the guides, you should contact 
a legal professional or government for appropriate advice.

Throughout these guides, the publisher has provided external links to other information, but 
cannot accept responsibility for their content or guarantee their availability. These links are pro-
vided to improve access to information and exist only for the convenience of those who use the 
guides. The publisher does not monitor the content of third party websites.

The research for the SIPRI Good Practice Guides on Export Control Inter-
nal Compliance Programme (ICP) Guidance Material was funded by the 
US State Department’s Export Control and Related Border Security (EXBS) 
Program.
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